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Albert Raymond Paley, Jr. was born on March 28, 1944, in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, to parents Dorothy Applelgren and Albert Raymond 
Paley.  He is the oldest of three children.  A year after he graduated high 
school, Paley enrolled in the Tyler School of Art, Temple University, 
Philadelphia and graduated in 1966 with a Bachelor of Fine Arts.  
Pursuing a career as a jewelry maker, he established a goldsmithing 
studio in his Philadelphia residence, and a year later he accepted a 

scale of jewelry, as well as make his art accessible to the public.  Fortunately the Renwick Gallery, a 
Smithsonian entity that displayed works by contemporary craft designers invited him to their competition to 
design innovative gates for their gallery.  Paley was a goldsmith and professor with an international reputation 
for his jewelry masterpieces, and his submission was selected due his outstanding forging skills along with how 
his entry recognized the material richness and architectural nature of the gallery.  It took him and his studio 
assistant, Richard Palmer, thirty-five hundred hours to complete which was a far cry from his original estimate 

that it would take only 400 hours.  The twelve-hundred-pound hand-forged 
doors, Portal Gates, were installed in January 1976.
 The Renwick Gallery’s Portal Gates led to a number of commissions, 
and he now focused primarily on large-scale sculptures in his iron-working 
studio in Rochester.  This also brought him into the world of architecture and 
lead to his next turning point. Rochester’s Strong Museum commissioned 
Paley to design a sculpture that would create unity between the architecture of  
the new museum and the landscape plan in 1982.  This commenced the 
start of creating free-standing architectural sculptures. 
 Paley’s start in jewelry making allowed him to continue his attention 
to detail in the larger monumental scale.  For example, when he was commissioned 
by Klein Steel to create a sculpture for their new corporate headquarters in 
Rochester, he took careful consideration with the design of Threshold (see 
images below).  He used products that Klein Steel distributed such as pipe, 

beams, and square tubing.  To represent 
manufacturing portion of the company, he 
utilized the negative shapes that are akin 
to the leftovers from the burning of steel 
plates.  His final detail, the sculpture was 

1950

1960

1970

1980

Albert Paley working on The 
Washington National Cathedral Gate.  

Albert Paley
American, born 1944

Moment
 2009

CorTen steel with patina finish, 14 feet high
Lent by Gerald Peters Gallery

Santa Fe, New Mexico

Discussion Questions
 What forms do you see in Moment?

m

What do you feel when you view Moment?
m

Is metal a good medium for this composition?  Why or why not?   
How would Moment change if it was fabricated in plastic?

m
Why did Paley shift from the small scale of jewelry to the large scale 

installations like Odysessy?
m

How would you describe Paley’s works in terms of their scale?
m

What is “Archisculpture?”
m

How would you describe Paley’s process?
m

How do you feel about Paley’s gateway to Iowa, Odyssey?

1990

2000

2010

When looking at one of Paley’s sculptures, it is only 
fair to comprehend it from different perspectives.  
A passing glance does not allow one to experience 
the sculpture Moment;  study from various angles 
is necessary.

Notice the way Paley challenges the steel to create the 
beautiful ribbons and waves.  These contrast with the 
more austere geometric shapes and allow for a feeling 
of soft gentleness winding through the sculpture.  

Moment is over fourteen feet high and made of CorTen steel with patina finish.  It is 
part of  Joslyn Art Museum’s program of changing outdoor sculpture on the 
Museum’s campus.   It is a long-term loan from the Gerald Peters Gallery, Santa Fe, 
New Mexico. Prior to its debut at Joslyn, Moment was featured in Paley’s exhibition 
Dialogue with Steel at Grounds for Sculpture in New Jersey. 

Albert Paley, Design Study for 
the Washington National 

Cathedral Gate, 2007, 
steel & gold, 9.6 x 7 x 0.6 feet. 

painted safety yellow.
 On July 26, 2002 he suffered an accident that brought him near to 
death.  As he was using a blowtorch to cut a piece of metal a gas line burst 
and his clothes were ignited.  He suffered burns on his legs, chest, left arm 
and head.  Following a substantial recovery, he resumed his rigorous 
schedule of monumental sculptural commissions.
 The group American Institute for Architects recognized the 
architectural qualities of Paley’s work so much that they awarded him the 
Lifetime Achievement Award in 1996, and he became the first metal 
sculptor to receive it.  The Corcoran Gallery in Washington, D.C. will hold 
a 50-year retrospective of Paley’s work in 2012.  Victoria and Albert 
Museum will also show this retrospective when it travels to London.

Albert Paley, Moment 
(inset and detail), 

2009, CorTen steel with 
patina finish, 14 feet high

Lent by Gerald Peters Gallery, 
Santa Fe, New Mexico. 

Photo by Joslyn Art Museum.

Designed by sculptor Albert Paley, the monumental mixed-metal abstract 
four sculpture series named Odyssey, stands as a gateway to Iowa and Council 
Bluffs.  Before its arrival to Council Bluffs, each sculpture was assembled by the 

fabrication company, Maple Grove Enterprises, Arcade, New York, so that the on 
site installation process would go smoothly.  The completed installation on the 
24th street bridge over I-80 towers about 100 feet above traffic.  Each sculpture 

is said to have as many as 15 elements. This was commissioned by the Iowa 
West Foundation to continue to pursue its public art initiative.  

Odyssey | A Gateway into Iowa

1961  Graduates 
from High School. 1962  Establishes 3,000 SF 

sculpture studio in Pennsauken, NJ.

1966  Graduates with a BFA 
from Tyler School of Art, Temple 

University, Philadelphia, PA.

1969  Graduates with a MFA 
with a major in goldsmithing 

from Tyler School of Art.

1954  Jasper Johns 
makes his first flag painting.

1955  Successful human trials 
of the polio vaccine developed by 

Jonas Salk are made public.

1970  Establishes a gold-
and metal-smithing studio in his 

home, Rochester, NY.

1972  Establishes his iron-
working studio and hires first 

employee in Rochester, NY.

1973  Wins the competition for 
the Renwick Gallery museum shop 
doors, Smithsonian institution & in 

January 1976 Portal Gates are installed.

1976  Is featured in the 
award-winning film Behind the 
Fence – Albert Paley, Metalsmith.

1980  Has first retrospective 
exhibition (1962-1975):  The Metalwork 

of Albert Paley (traveling exhibition).
1982  Commissioned by the 

Strong Museum, Rochester, NY to 
create a free-standing architectural 

sculpture; Receives Award of Excellence, 
American Institute of Architects:  Art in 
Architecture, for Portal Gates, New York 

State Senate Chambers, Albany, NY.

1984  Incorporates studios 
as Paley Studios Ltd.

1985  Establishes second 
studio, 20,000 sq. ft. with eight 

employees in Rochester, NY.

1994  Establishes third studio 
for large-scale sculpture fabrication 

(75 ft. h. ceiling) with ten employees.

1996  Receives the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award from theAmerican Institute of 

Architects, Washington D.C.

2001  Terrorists hijack four passenger 
planes and deliberately crash into the World 
Trade Center Towers, the Pentagon and an 

open field in Pennsylvania on September 11.  
The War on Terrorism begins.

2008  Barack Obama is elected 
president making him the first 

African American president.

2010  Moment is installed 
on Joslyn Art Museum’s campus 
in May;  Odysessy installation on 

I-80 bridge in Council Bluffs is 
completed in August

Albert Paley working on a model for Animals Always for the Saint Louis Zoo.

Paley’s Process...
In the book Breaking Ground:  A Century of Craft Art in Western New York, editor Barbara 
Lovenheim asked Albert Paley about his design process when he creates a site-specific 
sculptures.  It is best to understand this process in Paley’s own words:

 My design process starts with defining the problem and ends with solving the
 problem.  What will the piece do?  How will it function with the building?  A 
 design for a cathedral is different from a design for an athletic institution.  What 
 is the scale?  Proportion?  Symbolism? How will the piece interact with the 
 architectural space?  Will it engage people?  Will it be large and overpowering?  
 Will it fit into the budget?  Then I visit the space to define the feelings I experience 
 so I can make them manifest in sculpture.

 I begin a series of drawings in free form; then I develop an approach or a theme.  
 Finally I do a presentation drawing.  From this I construct a series of models in 
 cardboard or wood to understand it in three dimensions.  How will it hold together? 
 What engineering is required?  Finally, the finish?  When I want to make an emotional 
 statement, I often use color.  I am the only arbiter of what I do, since I understand 
 engineering as well as design.  But I may change my ideas during construction, since 
 my work is a fluid, dynamic process.  It’s similar to creating a musical score; it evolves 
 in the process of creation.  

(Top, LefT To RighT) Threshold, The Klein Steel 
Sculpture, 2007, Conceptual Development Drawing, 

Graphite and Red Pencil on Paper, 75x48 inches; 
Threshold, 2006, Developmental Process Models 

Cardboard, 18x16x14 inches, Steel, 45x36x28 inches, 
North Washington Street Studio, Rochester, New York.  

(BoTTom, LefT To RighT) Threshold Model, 2007, 
polychromed steel,  54 inches high; Threshold, 2006, 

polychromed steel, 71 feet high.  All Albert Paley.      

(Top Row) Council Bluffs Bridge 
Drawings, n.d., Graphite and Red 
Pencil on Paper.   
(BoTTom Row) Council Bluffs 
Color Rendering, 2008, Indicates 
material usage - Bronze, Cor-ten 
and stainless steel, Photoshop 
Montage.  All Albert Paley.

Four Commisioned Sculptures for the 24th Street Bridge Over I-80, 2008, 
Iowa West Foundation, Council Bluffs, Iowa, In-situ Rendering, Photoshop Montage.

Graduate Teaching Assistantship in sculpture 
and jewelry at the Tyler School of Art.  
 Paley’s academic career was off
 to a excellent start as he joined the Tyler 
School of Art/Evening division faculty 
to teach metalsmithing.  In 1969 he 
received his Master of Fine Arts with a
major in goldsmithing also from Tyler 

Albert Paley, Pendant, 1972, 
forged and fabricated sterling silver 

with copper inlay, & copper, with 
glass, amethyst, kunzite, & kunzite 

crystals; 16 1/2 x 5 3/4 inches

School of Art.  He then moved to Rochester, New York, where he would 
establish his career in the many years to come.
 While he taught as an Assistant Professor of Metals at the School 
for American Craftsmen, College of Fine and Applied Art, Rochester Institute 
of Technology, Rochester, New York, he continued his quest to enhance his 
talents as a jewelry artist.  During this time, he also created small sculptures, 
although the jewelry he created was at a larger scale and more like jewelry art 
pieces than typical jewelry items to wear. 
 Paley was somewhat at a crossroads with his career in the early 
1970s; he wanted take his craft in a larger direction away from the smaller 

2002  Suffers a near fatal 
accident when a gas line bursts 

and ignites his clothes.

2006  Completes Animals Always, 
exterior plaza sculpture for St. Louis 

Zoological Park, St. Louis, MO.

1997  NASA successfully 
lands a rover on Mars.

1956  Elvis Presley releases 
“Heartbreak Hotel,” his first 

number-one hit.
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